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people who do not follow the dharma of their
class and state in society.

It is not possible to mention all the varna-
dharmas and asrama-dharmas here but a few
important ones will be noticed. It is the duty of
the Brahman to study and teach the Veda, to
perform sacrifices for himself and for others,
and to give and receive gifts. The first in each
pair of duties enumerated above is also prescribed
for the Ksatriya and the Vaisya. The special
duty of a Esatriya is to protect the people and
their dharma. Agriculture, cattle rearing and
trade are assigned to the Vaisya. The only duty
assigned to the 6ndra is to help the other castes
in carrying on their duties. In this way, the
varnas specialise in religion, politics, economics
and labour according to their station in life,
whatever its nature.

In addition to the above social duties, certain
religious duties are enjoined, most of which are
common to all the castes. These are comprehen-
sively known as the samskaras.  They are
Qarbhadhana or ceremony for conception;

Pumsavana or ceremony of wishing a male child;

Simantonnaga7ia or ceremonial parting of the
hair; Jatdkarma or birth rites; Namakarana
or naming; Annaprasana or giving solid food
to the child; Caula or tonsure; Upanagana or